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MAP'S DISTRESS. :

A Dangerous Winter on the
Approach.

FAILURE OF THE POTATO

" The Crop is Obliterated" in England,
Scotland and Ireland.

THE CATTLE DISEASE.

De*r Meat, Dear Potatoes, Dear
Bread, Dear Coal.

THE LONDON BAKERS' STRIKE.

London, August 31,1873.
There can be no doubt that many people in this

country look forward to the approaching Winter
with the very gravest apprehensions. People In
America can have some idea, but probably not an
adequate one, of the derangement which has been
produced here by the disputes lu the various
trades. First, the building operations of this city
have been standing idle for weeks at the moment
when line weather and long days offered the greatestfacilities fi>r building. In the country the agriculturallaborer has made up his mind that he
hall no longer be satisfied with wages that barely
pay him as much as can keep body and soul together,and the fields have been lying idle at the
moment when agricultural operations should be In
wu luueat uwiug.

TBI FAILURE OF THE POTATO CROP.
Side by side with this state of things, we have

another evil of terrible magnitude.namely,
the failure of the potato crop. That this
fhllure Is widespread not only In England,
but also In Ireland and Scotland, there can
no longer be the slightest doubt, on the loth
of this month 1 find it stated that in several parts
or Caithness the disease has made Its appearance
to such an extent as to excite fears for the whole
crop. "Entire fields are already affected." On the
same day another letter states that the disease has
appeared in many parts of Nottinghamshire, especiallyIn the north. "The potato crop," It is said,
"gave much hope of being one or the best known,
but wlthiu the last fortnight the potato herbage
bos shown proof of disease, which, upon examination,has been confirmed. A great many potatoes
are affected, and the malady seems dally growing
worse. The holders of large plots are much concerned."
On the 20th Mr. J. Algernon Clarke, tha editor of

a leading agricultural weekly, wrote
We are threatened with an obliteration of the potato

crop.at any rate so far as this year is concerned. Yesterday1 carefully examined n number of fields in the
potato-growing dbtrlct around Long Sutton, In Lincoln-
tnife, hiw round thut already turec-tourths ot lUe tubers
<by welgill) are diseased, while the mischief tg still in activeprogrert. Ttifl testimony of many growers In the
neighborhood is that JTUfpely any sound potatoes can be
discovered throughout wn.*"<s fields, and the general
anxiety is to know, not wu'*l may lie the probable
amount ot "ware" for the market, but whether enough
produce will be forthcoming as "seed' 'or next year. I
nave not tue slightest doubt thnt the su?^ condition
pl' the crop prevails over the entire trac. ot potato
country between Boston and Wlsbeacli, and i..»<: the
yield, if anything at all. can be little inoro thai? 4
re.urn of the seed planted. The consternation anion; the
farmers, who pay high rents and apply to their land verylarge quantities of artitlclal manure, may be imagined,
ptyng tjjat the loss can scarcely be under ma or perhaps
Disease appears to have smitten the crop in all parts of

the Kingdom; and it Is desirable that accurate rem rt* as
to the present state of the tuber should be lorthcuinlng
from Kite, Forfar, Berth. Boss, Lanark, Cumberland,
Lancashire, Cheshire, Yorkshire, Lincolnshire, Cambridgeshire,Essex, Staffordshire, Kent, Bornemet and
Devonshire counties, growing the largest acreages in
Great Britain, and also (torn all the provinces ol Ireland.
Fur if the salable produce of the entire potato crop of
the British Isles Is all but destroyed, the loss means somethinglike l,t>S(l,000 acres (besides gardens) at say four and
n hair tons per acre, amounting to 7,818,00) tons, which, ut
£4 per ton, come? to JSt?.?40!0^ °r the value of say
lo,ww,ooo quarter's of wlreaf. * -J v .

>

< "Ou tfie 23U it ia stated that "early potatoes have
been badly affected with the disease and some grow,
era complain that they do not pay £ven Tor tno
labor of getting them up." On the same day a correspondentol the Tunes, writing from Wolverhampton,says
This market is a great centre for the potato dealers,for whose accommodation the London ami Northwestern

Hallway Company have lately put in a special Hid ng,
with attachedstages and slieds. \csUrda \ immense ituautiticsof the root would ut ordinary times have been
brought to the market aliko by rail and road; for the surroundingStaffordshire, Wore 11cstcrehire and Shropshire
farmers and market gardeners, n< well as the cultivator?
at a greater distance, send hero their produce that the
middlemen purchase and distribute among the numeroui
shopkeepers throughout the Black Couture, or offer in Die
Birmingham market upon the Thursday. Tue supply yesterdaywas, however, exceedingly small and there
was great consternation among tho dealers.
Tue reports were or me most dolorous character.
For eleven years thuro has not been sodisastrousa time. Tito disease has worked allocking
havoc among ali the early bcason roots. It began to make
Its appearance flrst when the potatoes begun to ripen.
The tirst introductions trout Jersey and Cornwall unj
even Bedford were unobjectionable, but the second supplieswere tainted.tainted so much that utter the baskets
had been in the possession of the dealers only a dav and a
night more than tifty per cent were found to be bull, l itis
has gone on mauliesting itself in the potatoes arriving
ffom near and remote districts over rtnee. Hence, Insteadof being hardly more than half that price, potatoes
are now from £7 to £8 a ton wholesale, and they arc being
retailed at a penny per pound. Very sad tales are brought
In by dealers who nave just gone round Lincolnshire.
There whole ucrcs are gone, and the people who own
them, when spoken to about sales, reply, with tears in
their tycs, that they are ruiaed. The splendid garden districtot rersbore is in hardly any better condition. Immensetracts are not worth the getting, and the
owners arc already arranging to plough them into the
eoii for manure. In Staffordshire and Shropshire the
name is occurring in nut a tew e is°s. Growing potatoes
re being offered atone shilling a rood, bat without findingcusti.mna. The produce ohould be worth ten shillings.The lace of the country where the potatoes are

lying is blackened, and in the worst eases the stench
plainly indicates the presence ot the disease before it Ls
detected by the eye. If the late sown potatoes are no
Letter the calamity will be very great. Frotn Gloucestershirewe learn that the people arc looking «o have to give
three pounds a sack for tins year's potatoes. A notable
exception to the hulk Ik found in the cases In which the
kind is what Is known as the American red-rose. It is a
kind only recently introduced, and they arc almost alto
pettier tree ot the disease, but they are unhappily only in
mall supply.
The Fie'd, an important agricultural journal, containedthe following on the 24th"I hardly ever

remember to have Been the malady so general aud
the destruction so complete. Within the last month
It has come aud overrun the potatoes in all directions,and hundreds of thousands of tons of useful
food have been converted into loathesome rottenness."
Land and Water writes on tnc same day"The

blight seems to have made sad havoc among the
potato crop."
On the 20th I And a letter In the Times from the

southern counties, In which It is stated that "the
potato disease is very general."
A correspondent from Worcester writes on tne

ameday:-"In some paria of the connty the (lis
ease has not manifested Itself very severely. It Is
feared prices will be very high before Summer Is
gone." On the 28th, Mr. J. J. Mechi, the eminent
agricultural authority, writes to the Times that
potatoes are much diseased, while auother Journal
contains the following despatch from PlymouthI
Having received special reports on the subject from

fltty correspondent* throughout Corn wall, Devon and
HomerseC I am now able to give u well-authenticated re-
jjort oil flic extent ol'diseuse in thirteen western counties.
There Is no question that avarywharo and among all
Kinds or potatoes disease ha shown Itself. There is not
a pateli of greou potatoes Iclt anywhere, but there is
great variation in the extent ol the mischief. The best
qualities have suffered most, and growers of the fitter
worts lament the loss of almost their whole crop, or, at
least, their splendid kidneys will only letch the price ol
commonest varieties. On tho other hand, the rock* grownlOr the use of tlic army and navy, I am told to-day bv a
large contractor, who lias dug a hundred acres, are'a veryfair quantity. But tor the disease the vlchl would havedoubled that of any year on rernsd. The disease lin*
mostly affocted tlie crop by stun tin* the growth of the
tubers, and so lessening the weight On high laml with.limestone bottom, sloping to the South,on which common
potatoes were planted early and dug early, the crop ot
sound potatoes almost equals the average ol previous
years. On high level laud, with granite Tm*c, such «* Is
Sound on the borders of Dartmqpr, the lose from disease
is about fifty per cent Ou low lying lauds with a moderatelydry bottom, such as are found In many pnruol
Uouierset an 1 Cornwall, two thirds of wkut the crop
would have been are lost, or three lourths uf the better
kind*. On wet marshy land the crop Is entirely gone.
On ilia whole, taking into consideration the extraordinary
line crops there would have hcen had no disease np.
tMK-ed, the faeis are pretty fairly represented by the

|n>»rljr liut not quite double what It It at tli.il period or
'ordinary yearn.

The agricultural wcoillog, publUhecl this day,
Hive the same gloom; picture of the state of the

^potato crop. Land ana Waver writes:."The potatodisease this year Is likely to prove very disastrousla Its consequences
\ From Wolverhampton, which Is a crest market for

potatoes, terrlbfo lamentation* arise and in Uncolnshiro
jrswsri assert UistUtp crop is set worth digging, attf

I

i>bW JOT
inly (it to'be ploughed Into tbe *oH torInWaflurilihlniuna Shropshire the cropi ure aula not to be
worth one atotUtMl per rood. In Olouceaterabir* good potatoesare expected to reullxu £3 per sack; una In Cambridgeshirethe crop la elmoat universally a tallure. In
Ireland the crops would appear in route district* to be
pretty free from disease, but in o'bera It baa worked rail
navoc, especially in ittide re end Dublin cnuntlea In
Scotland, perhaps, on the average the disease Is not so
bud us with ua. but distressing accounts are received Drum
the western districts of Mid-Lothian, Irani the eastern
half of Edinburghshire, from Kile.hire and Eust Lothian.
From Dunlerniline and all over Kossahire reports ore discouraging,and also from Perthshire, but in Forfarshire
and Ayrshire the disease does nut seem to be so prevalent.Taking all returns into consideration, there can bo
no doubt but that the potato crop ol 1872 may be contlIcred almost universally a failure.
The nekI writes with equal emphasis. "The reT>orts"it says, 'as to diseased potatoes are most

discouraging. We have no very certain Informationirom the potato districts in Scotland, and a
lull crop there supplied us lost year with abundance,when our own yield was in mgny cases most
deficient; but if, as is reasonable to suppose, elec.
trlcoi influences have affected the plant, no district
wm escape wnere sucu were prevalent, Mr. ai.
gernon Clarke, the editor of the Chamber of AgricultureJournal, and himself a farmer in a part of
Lincolnshire where the crop is largely grown, Drat
sounded the alarm, and his inquiries in different
parts of the country have only reveuled the sad fact
that throughout England the disease is universal,and in many instances the sound
potatoes will not represent seed sown. Prom Irelandwe have less certain information; still, what
we hear is bad. The disease has certainly appeared
In Scotland, thoogh, their crops being usually later
than ours, the mischiei may not have developed so
far. We quote from a leading article in the chamberJournal of the 26th Inst."In the fen parts of
Cambridgeshire the potatoes everywhere are smlt"
ten with the disease. In Cheshire they are very
bail. In Cornwall 'the rot' has spread most extensively,and half an average crop will be a liberal
estimate. In Derbyshire the disoase is spreading.
In Dorsetshire the crop is reported as full of
disease. In Durham cases are already talked of.
In Essex the potatoes are almost an entire failure.
In West Gloucestershire the crop is badly diseased.
In Shropshire and Worcestershire the disease prevailsto an alarming extent in the Vale of Severn."

I think I have now embodied a snfhcient quantity
of evidenoe to demonstrate the truth or the propositionwith which I set oat.that the failure of the
potato crop is widespread in England, Ireland and
Scotland. Two other questions may be touched
on briefly.the cause of the disease, and tho
remedy. I And the mass of authority Is agreed in
saying that the successive fall of rain and the frequencyof thunder storms which have characterized
this season are the leading causes of the blight. A
correspondent of the Times thus writes :.

(in rending Mr. J. A. Clarke's alarming lcIter of thii
date, in which he shows that "we are threatened with an
obliteration of the potato crop," it occurred to me to comparethe meteorological tables of the last three months
with the similar tables for 1815, which arc to be found in
the Geulleuian'n Magazine for that year, and it is curious to
observe how in both instances heavy thunder storms prevailed.This has, perhaps, been already noticed by scientificmen: but as I have nowhere seen any connection
surmised between the extraordinary electrical condition
of the atmosphere which characterized the rummer of
1K45 and the present summer with tho potato disease, I
have thought it worth while to muke a note of the circumstancelor others more fully to investigate.
Another correspondent says:.
Prom 1845 to tho present date I have paid considerable

attention to the subject, and I have invariably found that
ill districts which have been entirely free from the disease
I rlor to the occurrence of severe thunder storms, within a
very short time alter any groat electrical disturbance of
tho atmosphere, the well-known blotch lias appeared upon
the leaves of the potato stalk, and the unmistukublo
smell of the disease has been perceptible utter sunset.
During the Summers of 1869. U)A) and 1871 there were very
lew thunder storms, scarcely any of noticeable violence,
and in those years there was little, If any, potato blight;
but this year it has lollowcd the course of the violent
thunder storms which have prevailed throughout tho
country with a painful and undeviatlng regularity, and
we are "threatened an obliteration of the potato crop."
My theory is, therefore, largely contirincd, that the potato
disease is rendered more or less active by the electrical
condition of tho atmosphere. A simple, hut effective,DAlilation of the evil has been found to result from olant.
inn a few Windsor or other broad beans between the
rows of potatoes. The bciri-stulk* rising above the potatoesact as natural conductors and carry off the superabundantelectricity. This fact may be woftny the notice
of and may be Improved upon by scientific men.*
A Mr. Hallott suggests that the great remedy for

thd dlseasejin potatos is to select proper seed.
"Disease," he says, "Is as much hereditary in
plants as man." "Acting," he says, "upon this
view I have for years carefully selected my potatoes
for seed, and, upon the assumption that the disease
reaches the potato through the baum, have
always rejected the whole of the produce of any
plant which presented any appearance of disease,
and although this may have boen manifested on

only one of Its forty or fifty potatoes, and even
on this but slightly, I have rejected them all as
'tainted bloojyjl InJThcVriter thuTconcTudes.
''Your OWd report from Wolverhampton as to the
freedom from disease of the imported American
red-rose potatoes seems to support my view."
Another gentleman suggests another plan of preventingthe disease. Having begun by the statementthat while In gardens ou each side or his the

Sotatoes are badly diseased those In his own garcnhave escaped altogether, he goes on to say:.
My potato plot was last Winter cropped with arecna.

and in the Spring was dug over, ttud without adding nny
manure the sets were planted two feet apart one way and
one foot and a halt the other way, in shallow trenches.
In due course soil was drawn to the liauin, and was
finally left In ridges of about seven inches deep and
about twelve inches broad at the top. The wide cropping
anil deep ridging amply provided both lor ventilation
and drainage, which left tho soil around the
tubers nice and dry. I would hero remark
that about flvo weeks ago, shortly a:t-r a
thunder storm, I noticed that the leaves had been
smitten with numerous dark-colored spots, which I took
lor blight, and thinking it might be the forerunner ot disease,1 at once pinched off about lour inches of the top of
each and every stalk, suppo-ing that, in so doing, if lty
fears were correct, it would act as a preventive, and It is
owing to this precaution and to the mode ot cultivation
tlint 1 consider my potatoes have escaped disease. I
would beg to add, in conclusion, that tho 'Scotch reds"
and the "Kent regents" which 1 am now using average a
vli'lft of two noTitid^ nor root and thov have not vet done
growing. 1 took up n root of flukes only a few days ago
which numbered seventy-six potatoes, every one sound,
and sixty-two of them of a size lit for table.
Another fact of Importance tn relation to the

present failure Is that the earlier crops escaped
almost unhurt. It is the later crops which prluclpalljrsuffered.
One thing above all others brings out In relief the

appalling proportions of the catastrophe.namely,
the number of substitutes lor potatoes which arc
dally proposed In the newspapers. Dr. Hooker, the
Curator of Kew Gardens, was actually asked by
Premier Gladstone to make public a means by
which a portion at least of a diseased potato may
he saved. Dr. Hooker accordingly writes to state
that the starch of the potato Is not affected by the
disease; and, accordingly, If separated from
the rest of the potato would be lit for
use. The way to separate the starch
Is to rasp peeled tubers upon a
bread grater Into a tub of cold water. In a few
minutes the starch sinks to the bottom, while the
diseased matter lies suspended In the water, and
should he poured away along with the water.
Fresh water should be uguin added, the starch stirredup and again allowed to Beltle. Two or three
washings of tuts kind remove ull impurities and
render the starch tit for use. Dr. Hooker also suggeststhat efforts should bo made to spread among
the poor the use as food of beet root, the foliage of
the turnip and other vegetables now wasted or
given only to cattle and sheen.

THB FOOT AND MOCTtl DISEASE.
In addition to the failure of tbo potato disease

agricultural interests In F.ngland are threatened
wtih anotner calamity.namely, the spread of iho
foot and moutn disease among cattle.
The following article from the Daily Nevis of todaygives an interesting account ol the progress

already made by this disease :.
Seeing thai this malady has now extended to nlniost

every county in England, an.t to not a lew shire* In Scot
land, some statistic* as to the actual number of animals
which have been recently prostrated through Its effects
will not be uninteresting. I.ast year, it will be remembered,about the samo period, there was a considerable
number ot English shire* affected by foot and mouth
disease; and pleuropneumonia (much more msiduous
and fatal than the other affection) was likewise
pretty rife. A comparison of the returns from
the different local authorities in the corresponding weeks
0! l»'l ycur, However, wiinvs inui me <iiscuse wui HOI SO
widespread as It has been this season. Wo unction
whether there over whs a year In England when no many
animal* sufforcd the deteriorating effect* of the malady
as this; ami we would even go so tar a* to except the
rinderpest year (one ever to be remembered t>y agriculturist*)Mr. t'lare Sewell Read, M. P., a meiiilier of our
legislative body, who ha* taken a deep Interest in all
matters affecting farmers and stock owner*, stated at a
meeting held at Norw ich (lie other dav"During the
hist live week* there hud been returned IO.UUU cases of
cattle and 60,000 case* or sheep affected with foot
and mouth disease; and lie would ask any gentlemanpresent whether those figures represented
half the number of ca*e* that cxi-ted r
What did a farmer do who had, out of a herd of twentv,
three bullock* iallcn down with the disease? Why, lie
made a return of the three had ea«e* only, when, a* a
matter of cotir.se, the other seventeen were sure to have
lite disease. It they put at the lowest figure the loss upon
each diseased bullock £1. anl upon each sheep ft*.,
there had been, during the last Ave w cek*, a loss to the
owners of stock. In Norfolk alone, of 12:,SC.). That was
ten times wirsc than any cattle plague they ever hud or
ever should have." And truly It would seem so. The
prcwut state of matters In legard to the disease would
Fully lustlfv the Privy Pouncl!, In our opinion, in en
forcing soiiie extra stringent regulations such as those
adopted In the memorable cattle plague year, of
closing all store markets throughout the country
lor a specified time.say six weeks. In sayingso, w.« do not take exception to the
existing regulation* oftlic Privy Council. As far as we
linve observed their working, they appear to inoet
disease in Us normal state; but In hii emergency such as
tiic present, when the flocks and hards ol the country ar->
threatened with.we would almost say.extinction, some
Immediate steps should be taken with a view to protection
Wo ftove from time to time given figures of thff number

of aftectk'd animals In the varloua counties of Bpglandjbut as the disease, duriu t the week before last, assumed
a more vtr«ilcntaiid alarming lorm, the statistics of It*
existence wjtl not Ik> out ot plsce. We find that In Bm~kinghamshlrffihereare no tawer thin 10,7«fl cases, comprising11,727 head of stock, l»,tM7 sheep snti
S7D pigs, the affection being exunt on AW farms.
In Cambrldgamilre.a comity which haa aver had
a bad reputation lot barboring loot and
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mouth disease.th» disease poo Tines to spdred with rspldstrides, many animals which l a 1 recovered from tho direfuletlc-ts oi tli« plague ln-ina uitucked a *cc< nd time. It
is now bcyoud a doubt thai cuttle ar liable t a second
attack ol toot and mouth disease. Up i ll tue present year
the point was u dispu I one; hut experience has only too
conclusively decided the question, Dorset is a county
which, from some reuse or other, has seldom been tree
from toot aud mouth disease, and the returns of the local
authority tor the present week show a lamentable Increateiu tie number of s.ock ainilten. There are iu all
l-,7Jh case s of the complaint in this eo.iuty, and out Of
that number seventy have died during the j?n«t week.
i iip ui:ew is ii ereiore inure mini uiuu » us is

Wont
From Huntingdonshire equally depressing and discouragingaccount- are to hat d and the county ot Northampton

is experiencing not only u large number of cases of tojt
and mouth dheasc. but pletiro-pneuraonia and sheep
scab are creating sad hu\o among tlie farmer's stock.
In Nottinghamshire the enactment* of the local authority,strict as they are, are proving quite ineffectual to
stem the progress of the <hs «se, ntid mtiie neighborhood
of Lincoln and Ftamlord the in reuse if the number of
nnlnu.li affected since the beginning of the week lias Inducedthe magistrates to issue notices to owners, cautioningthem to desist from exposing affected animals in the
markets and to exerciie a care lit I system of dtiiulectiouand isolation. Nothing can be more reprehensibleon the part ol tin owner of stock
than to endeavor, us they frequently do, to palm off stock
suhlect to the disease upon butchers. They deserte to be
severely punished, and it is to be bored that the magistrateswill not be lax in inflicting the heaviest fine which
the law allows. In Lancashire the figures shotv that
2,368 cattle, 798 sheep and 21 pigs are affected with loot and
mouth disease.
The last returns from Norfolk arc romevrhat more Ihvorablethan those formerly issued, but the fuct that 11.411

bead ol (lock arc rutt'ering is In itself sufficient to lustily
the hicai authority In petitioning the l'rivy Council for a
stoppage of all fairs and markets. In Hoinersctshire 1M
tresh outbreaks were reported last week, while in Worecttersliircthere was an increuse of ninety .nine. In Ute
last-mentioned county there is not a single district iree
from the disease.
As regards Hcotland it is pleasing to note that the activityoft be local authorities hus nad the effect of subduingthe foot und month coinpiaiut lu its ravages; still

in a few counties.Dumfries. Kinross nnd Kite.several
additional cases have been brought to lightIt Is still more pleasing to report nn appreciable absencein iuinore virulent form in Ireland of the disease.
wic V.UU1IWJ HUUI TTiiuuur ruiuci inu uuia ui uui IITV

cluck. It would, indeed, be n disaster ol' no slicht ninynltudeto the public were the herds of Irish farmers to sufferto the extent at present prevailing In Busl'ind, und
It is to be hoped that the Irish authorities will do their
utinoot to preserve their I'ortuuate immunity from disease.
Well, then, your readers will see that we have

good reason for regarding the coming Winter with
some alarm. Potatoes will be at least double their
usual price; meat will probably Increase much in
price: and coal, while we are still in Hummer,has already doubled its usual value. What
will it cost when the cold days of December are
upon us f

RISE IN THE PRICE OF BREAD.
Again, we are threatened with a rise in bread;

for the bakers are expected in a few days to go out
on strike. What a state London will be reduced
to when all tbe bakers' shops are closed.London,
where scarcely a housekeeper knows how to
make her own bread. Dear bread, dear potatoes,
dear meat, dear coal.these are the prospects for
the Winter that we can already smell from afar off.
The effects of this state ol things may be very, very
serious Indeed. The Spectator devotes an article
tills week to the threatened strike or the bakers,
which is very suggestive. The Spectator thinks
that the coming strike of the bakers' men may
prove a serious affair. It cau hardly believe that a
city like London can be left lor even one week
without bread, bnt it is quite possible that it muv
be so leit lor forty-eight hours, and quite certain
that If it is there will be very extensive rioting.
The threat held out by the bakers will force the

Eublic to consider a very curious question, which
as never, that it kuows or, been practically

raised, anu that is, the duty of the community
when threatened by a strike which affects its very
existence, is it to endure anything, on the pica
that the strikers have a right to do as they like 1
Suppose, to take crucial instances, all merchant
sailors struok at once for Impossible terms, so that
Great Britain was virtually in blockade, or that
all policemen struck for a pound a day, or that
these journeymen bakers really could execute tho
threat some of their rasher spokesmen ure senselessenough to utter, nud sta; ve London for a
week, actually leave it without food.should wo be
compelled by a sense of justice or fair play or comfmssionto look on passively while the ruin was bengaccomplished f The Spectator knows, of coarse,
that the public would not look ou passively, that It
would use force unhesitatingly and very much too
soon, but It is talking of the abstract right and
wrong or such a course of conduct. We cannot seo
that, the community being in peril, it would be at
all wrong to employ force. If we could not get recruitsto dcfeud the country by voluntary enlist,
nicnt we should pass a conscription law, and it is
Just as right to "levy" sailors or poljoemtjn or bj\kersas to levy soldle/s. Tie right if tile State io
exist is higher than the right or the individual to
be free, and all it would be bound to do would be
to make its now "service" as little oppressive as
(lie circumstances would admit.

CIVIL SERVICE REFORM.
The Unlet and Regulations of the Curtis AdvisoryBoard To Be Carried Out in Hew

York.Difficulties of the Undertaking.Whatthe Applicant is
Expected to Know.

An effort is to be made to adopt and cgrry out
the rules sudTegulatlons respecting the civil service,approved by the Advisory Board, of wlilch
George William Curtis is chairman, and published
in Washington, May 14,1872. Naturally New York,
iu Its relations to the government the most importantplace in the Republic, is selected for the cateringwedge, and E. O. Graves, Chief Clerk of
the United States Treasury office, is now in this
city, actively engaged in establishing the system
laid down by these regulations.
The groat dtmculty In tlie way of carrying these

regulations into effect has been the want of supportaud co-operation ou the part of those occupyingleading positions in the various departments
throughout the country. For the most part receivingtheir uppointments as the reward of political
services and trusting to their Immediate subordinates(who arc held In position to turnlsh brains,
without reference to changes in the administration)for the proper performance of their
duties, aud holding them responsible. They have
failed to appreciate the necessity or reform and
have heen loath to surrender that consequence
which the arbitrary power of appointment has
given them. This has left the cUort at reform.
the carrying out of the rules and regulations of the
Advisory board.entirely In the hands of the immediatesubordinates referred to, chief clerks and
deputies, who have a keen appreciation of the difficultyiu obtaining a proper performance of duty In
the various departments and are eager for a

change whfch shall lighten their own labors and
responsibilities. In this connection it may be
well to call the attention of the country to the well
known fact that those obtaining high official po1sitions and the large salaries appertaining thereto
are politicians, with few exceptions, Ignorant or
the duties they are called on to perform, and trust'Ing to their subordinates, men of experience and
capability, who, for a comparative pittance, per|form the duties for which their principals are paid.
For three months past the system 01 competitive

examination, as provided for In the regulations,
has been in operation in the Treasury Department
at Washington, and the results have been entirely
satisfactory to those who have been In the best
positions to appreciate Its workings. Under It the
names of the three shown by the examination to
be best capable of performing the dut, es of any
vacant position, named In the order of merit, are
submitted to the appointing power, and generally
speaking the first one named has been selected.

Tlio following Hoards of Examination lor this city
have been appointed:.

FOIl COLLECTOR'S AND SCRVRVOR'S OFFICES.
Thomas L. James, Deputy Collector, Chairman;

John H. Lydcckcr and John L. Benedict.
NAVAL OFFICE.

Cyrus W. Burt, Chairman; Robert Etherldgc and
H. W. Green.

AFFRAISERS' OFFICE.
Appraisers Hausch, Burt ana Sturgess.

ASSISTANT TREASFKEn'S OFFICE.
William u. White, Cashier Chairman ; Charles A.

Patterson and P. C. Field.
These gentlemen are all occupying official post1tlons, and their duties as examiners are additional

and without lurther recompense.
lui. uiuvip iiu-t uuu IUIUIUIUI uiucnugn wuu uic

Advisory hoard, consisting or the chairmen of the
respective boards mentioned, and arrangements
have been made for the opening or sessions at an
early day. Those for the Collector's and Surveyor's
ottices and the Naval oitlce will be held in the upIper room ol the Custom House Hnlldlng, corner or
bxehange place ami Ilanover street, now being
Jirepared for that purpose; that for the Treasury
n the Treasury Kulhltug. The place of meet-
ing for the Appraisers Is not yet decided
uron. Under the regulations governing
appointments un l promotions in the customs ser-
vice and the Sub-Treasury In New York, applies!tlons must be for the lowest grade or for the ono
next above that held by the applicant. Copies of
the regulations showing the lormalltles necessary
In making application for appointment arc In the
hands of the chairmen of the respective Hoards.

All candidates lor appointment to positions the
annual salary or which U fi.xoo or more will be
subjected to a public competitive, written examl-
nation upon tho following subjects:. (1) penmanship;(2) writing au'l briefing letters; (») elements
of English grammar, chiefly orttiography and syn-
tax; (4) arithmetic.fundamental rules, fractions,
percentage, Interest and discount: (5) elements of
accounts and bookkeeping; (fl) history and geography.generalquestions, principally snch as relateto the United States, and (T) prominent featnrcsof the government of the United states.
Candidates for appointment to positions the salaryor which is lesa than $l,aoo will be examined

In like manner upon the following subjects:.Piist,
penmanship; second, copying; third, elements of
English grammar, chiefly orthography and syntax,
t#a Joontu fundamental roles of arithmetic
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THE WARD'S MB HORROR
The Alleged Harder of a Patient

iu the Insane Asylum*

WAS HE KICKED TO DEATH BY A KEEPER?

One Man Said to Have Been Guilty
of Three Murders.

A Number of Lunatics Give Their Testimony
Against Him.

Is Their Evidence Worth
Anything?

THE ACCUSED DENIES HIS GUILT.

An Inquest To He Held
To-Day.

On Friday a man, by the name of John N. Ornell,
l>uucui iu ino want's isiauu lusuue ahjiuiu,

died. His death was a very painful one. He complainedduring the few days previous to his death
of having received injuries from one or the keepers.
Dr. Escheverla, who Is resident physician at the
Asylum, attended the patient two days before bis
death to take his ante-mortem statement.
Ornell then said to the Doctor that a few days previousone of the male nurses, named Thomas
Farrell, who was stationed as a keeper in war d
H, where tho dying man was confined,
had assaulted him without provocation.
He gave a circumstantial account of the
assault, saying that while he was sitting In the
hull Farrell approached liim and told him to give up
his seat. Oruell refused, and Farrell, he alleged,
immediately set upon him, beating him over tlio
head and knocking him djwn. lie states the keeper
then, while he was on the floor, kicked him
In the stomach, on the chest and on the head until
he was made perfectly lnscnsihlo. When he came
to himself he was in bed, and suffered from pains
all over, particularly In the intestines. He could
neither eat nor drink without great pain, and he
told tho Doctor that he felt his end was approachingand he wished to expose the man who killed
him.
Dr. Escheverla took down all these depositions of

the dying man and exerted a:i his skill to save him.
He recognized from the first that the patient Oruell
was Buffering from internal injuries which were
mortal. He looked at his body and found marks of
blows and abrasions on the stomach, tho abdomen
and the chest of the patient, which looked as If
they had been Inflicted with a biunE fnstrument,
such as a boot. Two days after the man died, and
Dr. Escheverla notified Farrell that he must considerhimself under arrest. On Saturday morning
the Doctor took Farrell beforo Justice Mcipiade, at
Harlem.

proceedings before justice m'qpade.
Dr. Escheverla then and there made a formal complaintagainst Farrell, and accompanied the complaintwith an aOldavit. In this document lie Btatcd

that he truly believed Farrell to have been tho murdererof OrnclL He stated what he claimed were
tuu IIKW Ul tuc blue ua IIO MUU IUUUU UlCUl.UID

assault, the Injuries and the dentn. On the statementIn the affidavit Justice McQuadc committed
the prisoner to await the action of the Coronor.
He was then locked up in the prison attached to
the Harlem Court House.

ANOTHER CASE.
When the Doctor got hack to the asylum he found

another patient in ward II desiring his services.
This was Horatio Seymour, a colored lunatic. He
was in bed in a very weak condition, and evidently
sultcrlng from severe pains. This man also stated
that he was a victim or Farrell's brutality. His
story was that Farrell had assaulted him without
cause or provocation, and had beaten and kicked
him all over the body. Just as soon as Seymour
had finished his story he began raving In an incoherentmanner. Tho Doctor examined his body
and found marks of brutality upon his abdomen,
the skin had been raised by a blow, and his cheek
also showed a murk as if from a fist. The Doctor,
surprised at this second revelation, inquired amoug
the inmates of the ward as to the circumstances of
the case. Several of the patients, men whose story
is worthy of credit, us they arc sane save on all points
but some hobby wldch nossesses them, bear out
the testimony of Orueil and Seymour. They said
that Farrell had committed the assault upou both
of the patients, and that lie habitually treated them
in a brutal manner. A few davs before they allegedthat Farrell had attacked Ornell, and had
baateu and kicked him in au outrageous manner.
The next day he had done the same with Seymour,
and In both cases without being attucked himself,
They stated that Farrell was in the habit of bully-
lng the patients and orderiug them about in a
tyrannical manner, so much so that all the peopleconfined in ward M dreaded him, aud always felt
themselves lu danger of Ills brutality.

WHAT TilK KEKI-Elis SAY.
In the ward two attendants were on duty besidesFarrell. These arc Fdward Hell, un oid

hand, wto has long borne a good record in the
Asylum, and one McLaughlin, a new man, but considereda good nurse by the Warden of the Insauo
Asylum, Mr. Hurkc. liot.li these were oucstioned
by Dr. Kschcvena, and they both united in saying
uirti IIICJ uau urrvi hhuvdovii i ni icii av/biu^ m a

brutal manner towards tlie men who complained of
hlni or to any others. They said they were present
when the assault Is said to have taken place upon
Ornell, and they did not sec anything out of the
wuv. In fact, they both unite In saying that FurredIs a good man and was never guilty of any
brutality to the inmates. As both or them fully
exculpate Farrell from any blame It leads to the
supposition that they must either be accomplices
of the alleged murderer or else he must be free
from blame. No such assault as Is alleged could
possibly have taken place in the ward aud they
present and not know or it.

OKNKLL AND SBTMOUR.
On the other hand, again, both the dead patient

and the dying ono are known to have been very
unlet people, and previous to the last week to have
been in very goo l health. Uruell particularly was
advancing rapidly towards cure, and It was lutended
to have let him out oi the Asylum withtu the next
three or four weeks. Seymour, though not In such
favorable condition as Ornell, had never been
known as an unruly patient, on the contrary, he
was very unassuming and always endeavored to
retire Into the background. This makes the suppositionthat they Injured themselves and then accusedFarrell almost Incredible.

FARKEI.l/8 STOUT.
Thomas Farrell, who is accused of all these atrocities,is a rather tutck-sct, pleasant featured mau

01 medium stature, lie has no hardened look about
Ills race and deports himself very Indtrrercntly in
spite of the accusations he labors under. He enteredthe Asylum as an attendant or nurse ou July
21), so that he has been a little over six weeks In bis
position. He treats the matter of the murder
somewhat derisively, and pronounces the whole
thing untrue from beginning to end. He says that
there Is no prool against him except the testimony
oi lunatics, whose onths are valueless before a
court oi law, that lunatics are constantly In the
habit of injuring themselves and when asked about
It attempt to lay It on the keepers. He denies ever
having strack any patient In the Asylum or ever
having had the slightest dispute with any or tliern.
He does not l>elieve he can be convicted, and seeius
to take considerable satisfaction In the thought
that the lunatic *' evidence will go for naaght.

KAKKKI.I.'S HAST KKCOHD.ANOTIIEK CIIAKOE.
uuiui luuaiLM.v lor rarrcii anomer cane cornea upwhich he, no doubt, believes lias been hushed forever.The Hkkai.i> reporter asked the Warden.

Mr. Kurke, yesterday, in what ward oue Charles
ltu«ch had been conilned duilug his stay In the
Asylum. Mr. Ilurke, after looking over the books,
stated It was in ward No. . (Farrell's ward). The
facts of this caae are Interesting In conjunction
with the present charges against Parrell. Charles
Kusch, a Herman, aged forty, had been confined on
Ward's Island since the 1st of April last. He had
temporary tits ol Insanity, which showed them-
selves in a propensity lor suicide. On the 29th
of August his wife succeeded In getting him
out on a three months' pass, alter which time
his leave of auscnce expired unless It was found
that he was entirely cured, on Hunday last
he went to Central Park with his relatives, and
there complained of severe pains In the side.
When asked the cause he said that while on Ward's
Island he had been dreadfully treated by one of the
keepers, end that the pains In the side were the
result or blows received. Kusch. though suffering,
was in good spirits on Sunday evening. Early on
Mouday morning he went down to toe cellar of his
residence, 17 Clinton street, and hanged himself to
one of the rafters. When his wife found him he
was dead. Mrs. Ro*9h says vt*t when sue flatted

iK SHEET.
her hns>>anfl In tlie Asylum he would constantly |complain of the brutality of the keepers, ami
wud lie hardly dated speak for fear of still
worse treatment. George Miller and Frederick
Huntley, also patients In his ward, complainedof harsh treatment. Kusch showed bruises over his
Doay, um saw tuat tr nc complained it would l«c tne
worre lor liltn. Miller died recently of his injuries,
illiva ms vtid stalV Oi ituSwu o I'uititiv «iv iiitll a ivt .

scar over the eye, which, he said, he had received
from one pf the keepers, but he did not spccttly
whom. This case, which happened so tew days
ago, Is damning evidence against Parrel), or
against the keepers in the ward with hlui, as all
these brutalities are alledged to have taken place in
ward M. Three deaths, aud two dyiug from one
ward, and all attributing their lll-latc to brutality,
seem enough to disprove Farrell's plea of innocence.

WIUT toe WARDEN SAYS.
Yesterday a Herald reporter called at Ward's

Island. II j saw Mr. Burke, the Warden. Mr.
Bui kc is a genial gentleman, and looks upon the
accusation* agaiust Par re U with horror. He says
that tr Kartell is guilty he should certainly suffer
the severest penalty of the law. Mr. Burke, however,thinks It will be rather difficult to convict
Farreli. lie says that he himself alwavs considered
him an Intelligent and careful attendant, and
never heard anything against him up to the time
of the present charges. The Herald reporter
questioned Mr. Burke regarding the managementin gcnernl of the asylum.

"1 do not think," said Mr. Burke, "that anyplaceof this kind could be managed bettcr#than this. It
ha* every reason to be a good asylum and is consideredso by competent Judge*. Of course a matterof this kind burls us, but yet it Is hard to hold
the Institution responsible for what after all !b the
crime of one man. Had I ever heard of any brutalityon bis part he would have been Immediatelydischarged. We are terribly strict upon this one

riolnt ol laying hands brutally upon the patients.t is forbidden except in the very hardest cases of
self-defence. Sometimes, though seldom, the patientsattack the keepers without reason. Rven
then the keener is enjoined to abstain in every
way from touching them. It is only really when a
man's life Is In danger that we lor a
moment countenance the thing. A snort
time ago a patient seized a chamber, and as an attendantwas pussiug by struck him a blow that
knocked him senseless. Here is one instance of
many that shows liow hard it is sometimes to abstain
from using corporeal violence. 1 remember, a month
or so since, that an attendant named Crawford was
accused of striking a patient in the fttce. I had
him immediately dismissed, though he pleadedthat he only did tho thing in self-defence and was
assaulted lirst. A keeper named Smith was also
dismissed for doing the same thing. His case was
almost an excu*able one. He was struck several
MUlvn VTVI VIIV IIVUU iruiuiv UO nil UtA HUiA, ttUU JCltlie rule wan ho strict that we did not excuse him."
"Who," asked the Herald reporter, "makes the

appointments 1"
"The Commissioners of Charities and Correction," '

said Mr. Durke, "of course. I have no power of |either appointment or dismissal."
"Was Yarrell, then, appointed by them?""Certainly." I
Mr. Kurke then went on to say. In nnswer to other <

questions put, that the Commissioners took nil re- ,sponslbllity in the appointments. The salary ofthe attendants Is $35 a month and "found." There 1
are thirty attendants or nurses in the Asylum and <440 inmates patients and twenty-five out on pass.one wutchuiun is employed at a salary of $75 a
month, and one keeper at $83 a month, besides 1
himself. The men appointed are maluly young and ]Intelligent, aud seem to be good men for the busl-
mm. They are tradesmen or skilled workingtnenof decency and respectability, and as a rule manage J
very well with the patients, who generally liko .them and delcr to them without much ordering. ,

escapes. 1
There are few escapes. A short time ago fonr

women und three colored men made their escapefrom the lslund, being aided by parties In boats.
These all belonged to the Penitentiary atnl wereserving as servants In the washhouso or kitchen.
Very seldom a lunatic escapes. It has been known
that they would inako their way through the gates,get down to the boat and cross over. Hut theywere always caught. A short time slnco two of
them swam across. Nevertheless, these Instances
arc rare, and, lndoed, rarer every day as the

^ U°a m0r° eBUbllijllca lu ltd
disbelieving lunatics.Before leaving the Asylum the reporter Interviewedsoma of the lunatics alone. In the nialu

they were sensible people, with some unfortunate
hobby to which they would occasionally recur.
They said their treatmeut was good and their food
excellent. They all complained that they could not
go to New York when they wanted to. As to brutalitythey denied (at least those the reporter saw)
ever having been subjected to any, and appeare d
to ridicule the idea of being beaten. On the whole
they hod just as much liberty as was good for them.

the post-mortem.
On Saturday a post-mortem examination was

made on the body of Orncll. Dr. Walsh cut the
corpse up. It was found that there were lash marks
of blows on the abdomen, as before described, and
oa opening it u uioouy deposit was found boneatu
the cuticle. The Intestines were more or less Injured,evidently from the blows, but It remains an
open question whether the Injuries were sufficient
to cause death or not. On opening the skull and exposingthe brain, it was found to Ik> in a diseased
condition, Buillcient In itself, according to Dr. Marsh,to cause death. Still, it Is doubtful if the diseased
state of the brain was its normal condition or
whether the Injuries sustained, added to its naturul
weakness, did got cause it to bo in the state In
which it Wfts foun j'Hf

TriK TNQritVr.
The inqnest on tho body 01 Ornell will be held today,and testimoay will be taken on tho causes of

the death and the criminality of Farrell In causing
It. Dr. Kschevcrla will lie present, as also the prisonerand Warden llurke. A discharged lunatic
named Caudar who is said to possess a great deal
of information Implicating Farrell In several
brutalities to patients, will also give his testimony,
and It will no doubt l>e of an exceedingly interestingdescription. The attendants who were with
Farrell In ward M and two or three lunatics will
also give their evidence in the case.

HEYMOIU'S CONDITION.
Yesterday afternoon Seymour was very wonk and

sinking i apldly. It is not thought possible that
he can live longer than to-day. He Is uuablc to
make any further statement than that ulrcady
given to Dr. Kschevcrla, as he has been raving since
Friday.

KB8PON9IBIUTY OF TOE COMMISSIONERS.
It Is slated that the Commissioners of Charities

and Correction will appoint a committee from
their number to look into the condition of the InsaneAsylum and correct any abuses which may
exist. This was lately doue also In consequence
oi the Herai.d's exposures of mismanagement In
the Penitentiary on Mlackwell's lslan 1, where a
total reorganization was effected. The alleged murdersut the Insane Asylum coming so soon on top of
the ether will cause the commlssloueis to look
sharply alter their laurels.

MUSIC AND THE DEAMA.
Josh Ilart has a host of novelties at the Comiqne.
Tony Tastor has a grand reopening this evening.
Tho Union Square begins its season to-morrow

nlgbt.
carlotta Pattl and Mario to-night at Stelnway

Hall.
Ole Bull will mako a tour through the South this

Winter.
"Saratoga" Is drawing well at McVlckers',

Chicago.
Thomas' orchestra will perform at Syracuse on

the 27th lust,
J. H. Mudwerth makes his bow to-night ut Charley

White's Athenaeum.
Mrs. Chanfrau plays next wock at the Grand

Opera House, Baltimore.
Miss Fannie Marsh is the latest addition to the

Boston Museum Company.
Mrs. D. P. Uowcrs appears at tho Academy of

Music, Chicago, to-night.
Miss Carlotta I.eclerq commences an engagement

at tho Arch, Philadelphia, next week.
Mr. Charles Fechtcr appears in French comedy at

the Union League Theatre on Thursday evening.
James W. Morrissey has resumed the position of

treasurer of the Grand Opera House which he hus
worthily tilled for many years.
Madame Pauline Lucca remained Indoors nil day

yesterday and received no visitors. She will be
photographed by Surouy to-day and will drive
through the Par It.

YESTEEDAT'S ACCIDENTS AND A88ADLT8.
Charles Mooley, a boatman, was severely cut

about the head yesterday morning with a bottle
while engaged In a quarrel with Daniel Courtuey
at til Coentles slip. Courtney was arrested by an
omcer of the First precinct and Mooley sent to Park
Hospital.
Thomas McDermott, or 23 Greenwich street, at an

early hour yesterday morning went home Intoxicatednud went to !>cd. Shortly alter retiring his
bed was found to be on lire. Before the names
could be extinguished McDermott was severelyburned about the body. lie was removed to Park
Hospital.
Thomas O'Brien, aged twenty-three, yesterdaymornlug visited the N'lneteentn precinct station

house and reported he had been stabbed three
times In the right breast and once In the arm byJames Brady, at the corner of Fifty-seventh street
and Third avenue. He was attended by a police
surgeon and sent home. Brady made his escape.Officer Campbell, of the Nineteenth precinct,while endeavoring to quell a disturbance amongthe members of tne Metropolitan Collar Companyyesterday afternoon, was knocxed down and
severely stabbed lu the leg by Thomas Vendervoort,of Seventy-sixth street and Third avenue.
The latter was arrested and locked up. 1Edward Butler, aged twenty, of 443 East Thlr- .

teenth street, was stabbed in the leit shoulder by
Ellas Specht, of 20 Clinton street, while stundlng
In the hallway of the latter's residence, last nlghf. i
Butler was sent to Bellevue Hospital In an ambulance,and Specht arrested by an officer of the
Eleventh precinct. _

Yesterday afternoon, as Michael J. Saunders, of
2ft Second avenue, was passing In front of his own
house, he was assaulted and stabbed in the neck by
William 1. (Heason. of M Second street, Brooklyn.
QKiason was arrested and locked ufe

3

W^HYngtON.
The Progress of Cotton

Manufactures.

failure or the commission to
the Ute Indians.

The St?amboat Law and the
Metis Disaster.

The Spanish and MexicanClaimCommissions.
WA8HIKOTOM, Sept. 1ft, 1872.

Statistics of Cotton Mannfeetare In tae
United States.

The complete statistics of the manufacture o(
cotton goods, just sent to the press from the Cen-
sua otllce, allow the number of distinct establish'
merits In the United states to be 95«, of which Massachuacttshas 101, Rhode Island, 139; Pennsylvania,
138; Connecticut, 111; New York, 81; New Ilamp-*
shire, 30; Georgia, 84; North Carolina, 33; Tennessee,23; New Jersey, 27; Maine, 23; Maryland, 22;
Alabama, 18; South Carolina, 12, and Virginia, 11. )Number of steam engines, 448; aggregate horse
power, 47,117. Number of water wheels, 1,200; aggregatehorse power, 102,409. Number of looms
used, 107,310; frame spindles, 3,004,477; mule spindles,8,437,ICS. Hands employed, 47,790 males,
above Bixteen years; 09,037 females, above fifteen;
22,942 children and youths. The aggregate amount
or wages paid during the year was $39,044,132.
Materials used, 0,222,189 pounds of cotton yarn,
130,100 pounds of cotton warp, 0,234,200 pounds or
cotton waste. .

Value of mill supplies, $10,910,072; total value of
all materials, $111,737,080. Articles produced.
178,204,131 yards sheetings, shirtings and twilled
goods; 34,533,402 yards lawns and fine muslins;
189,260,003 yards print cloths; 30,301,087 pounds
,'arn; ll,50u,24l dozen spools thread; 73,018,046 yards
:otton warps; 11,118,127 pounds batts, wlcklng and
wadding; 403,892 tablecloths, quilts and counter-1
panes; 2,707,080 seamless bags; 6,067,464 pounds
:ordagc lines and twines; 900,000 pounds thread;
1,390,060 yards cotton ilannel; 30,276,210 yards glnglamsand checks; 7,921,449 pounds waste; 484,400
pounds tapet wadding; 406,685 pounds seamlessi
aags; 13,940,896 yards casslmeres, cottonades and!
eans; 10,811,023 pounds miscellaneous products.!
Aggregate weight of goods produced, 340,314,592'
pouuds; aggregate value of product, $177,480,739.
Of these statistics, D. F. Nourse, of the Cot-'

ton Manufacturers' Association, says:.
This portion ol the census has the nlgheBt/

attainable accuracy. It is lu remarkable contrast
with every previous census since the cotton manufacturebecame one of the Important Industries of
the country. If, in other Industries and other departmentsof production tho same degree of
accuracy has been obtained as In respect to th$
cotton manufacture and the production of raw
cotton for the year prior to June 30, 1870, then la
tills census worthy or tho confidence of statesmen,
political economists uud men of business.
The Reservation* of the Utes.Complaint
of Ure.The Intrusion of the Minora*-'
Refusal to Sell Their hand.
A gentleman present at the recent Council wltll'

the Ute Indians write; as followsv.
The Special United States Commission, consisting'

nr Mr V. M M.-IVxik- Mr Inlin 11 Inn* nn.1 f'nn

cral John McDonald, failed to accomplish the objectof their mission, which was the purchase oil
about oue-thlrd of the reservation of the Indiana'
covering the San Juan mining district and the'
larger part of their tillable land. I
The Council was held at Loa Kinos, was attended!

by some fifteen hundred Indians, representing the1
Tabcqnacho, Denver, Capote, Manche, Uucompagreand White River Utes.

"L're, the head chief, who has always been the
consistent friend of the whites, and or whom every
one speaks well, said they did not wish to sell any;
of their lands; that the government ho<l promised
to take care of them and to keep the white people
off their reservation, and all tney asked was that
It should fulfill Its part of the agreement. Every
speaker expressed hlmsell as very desirous that
not only peace, but friendship, should continue to
exist between U19 white"? unui'ie JnsJians, and that
they should £0 forward liauu in Yinud. 1
Over 11 hundred miners have been at work on the

reservation lor more than a year, and during tho
past month a quart/ mill has been placed upon It,
while the government by treaty promises to keep
all whites off the reservat.on. Not one of theso
miners has been molested by the Indians, although
they have repeatedly notified the authorities of tho
presence of the miners and asked tlmt they be expelled.The Utcs have always been at peace with
the whites, and settlers who live upon the borders
or their reservation not only have no complaint to
make of them, but express their unwillingness
that the Indians should be compelled to live exclusivelyon their reservation.
Hon. Felix It. llvuuot and Thomas K. Crcc, Secretaryof the Board of Indian Commissioners, who

were investigating the affairs of the agency and
Inquiring Into the condition ol the Indians, wero
also In attendance upon the sesslousof the councils.

L're, In a conversation with Mr. Brunot, said ho
did not believe that the Ltes had killed Agenc
Milieu, of the Xevuso agency, and expressed tho
opinion that It had been done by white men. Ho
promised to make an earnest eirort to find out who
the perpetrators were, and thut If they were his
people he would deliver them to the authorities.
With the exception of this one act 110 charges cau
be made ugulust the Ltes.
The recent despatches In regard to depredations

in Utah full of confirmation at army headquarters
and arc highly sensational, and the prcseuce of tho
troops has been secured more to quiet the clamor*
of those having prov.slons to sell and to avoid tho
wAualKliUn i\f <tan#»/>« tl.nn fn bonnl utfnpkr /*»» ttimiuTi
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depredators. ... t
The Forty Sioux Sato pes.

A delegation, forty in number, reached U?re thlrf
morning, and are quartered at the Washington
House. They came under the care of Assistant
Secretary of the Interior Cowan.
The Itoss of the Metis.Damaging Kvl«

denec In Hand.
The Secretary ot the Treasury is in possession of'

evidence which will, in addition to the testimony
already taken regarding the disaster to the steamboatMetis, prove beyond doubt that tho vessel was
only partially equipped, and that her owners
knew that she was running In violation or
the Steamboat law. This much, it Is said, has
been got since the disaster, while documentary
evidence beyond question will be submitted with
the report ot the Inspectors. An investigation Independentof that conducted by the local inspectors
has been going on (or a week past, and, it is
alleged, will prove moro than all the testimony
taken from passengers.

The Mexican Claims Commission.
Our government has lately received communica*

tlons from Minister Ncbson, relative to the interruptionor the proceedings of the Ouited Slates
and Mexican mixed Claims Commission, owing to
the conduct of the Mexican Commission; but
there Is as yet no definite action by tho Mexican
government. There is no doubt that a remonstrancewill reach the Mexican government,
against tho course of its Commissioner. Tho Commissionwin expire, by the terms of the convention,In Pebruary next, and It is the opinion ol
some of the attorneys who have had business beforoit that the convention will bo an entire failure
unless ail the cases Hied shall be acted on, and
that even the awards on those which have been adjudicatedwill not be paid. This question is, however,considered by others to be involved in doubt.

Clalnii Against Spain.
About one hundred claims, wiUi the proofs, havo

been filed before the Commission on the Claims ol
Citizens of the United states against Spain. The
regulations were adopted Jnne 10,1871. It la said
that by October 1 the Commission will formally enter
upon the consideration of the cases. It Is expected
that in a few days Dr. Houard will file a claim for
a very large amount of money.

The Oregon Senntorshlp.
From information Just received It docs not ap>

l>ear probable tlutt either Corbott or Mitchell can
ae elected to the Senatoralilp from Oregon, aud thereorethere Is reason to believe that Attorncy-Ocneral
Williams will be adopted as a compromise candilateby tbe republicans of the Legislature of that
Bute.

The British Minister.
Sir Edward Thornton will leave Washington

early this week tor the White Mountains, to seek
relief from the edfects of bav feveg


